
Volume 57,  Number 4 
January,  2012 

Who:  League members and 
guests 

What: Annual VIP meeting 

When and where: 

Jan. 18, 6:45 p.m., Falcon 
Heights City Hall.  

Bring a friend and a 
food shelf  donation! 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Co-presidentõs column 2 

Windows and Mirrors 3 

November meetings 4 

Holiday party photos 5 

Treasurerõs Report 7 

Calendar 8 

  

 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

 

www.romafh.org 

 

Annual VIP meeting will feature mayors, county 

commissioners, school board chairpersons 
 What are the changes and 

challenges facing schools and oth-

er local units of government in the 

current economic downturn? 

 Those questions and others 

will be the focus of the  annual 

ñConversations with Constituentsò 

event Jan. 18 at Falcon Heights 

City Hall.  The meeting, sponsored 

by the Roseville-Maplewood-

Falcon Heights chapter of the Min-

nesota League of Women Voters, 

will begin at 6:45 p.m. and conclude at 8:45 p.m.  Invited guests are Ramsey County 

commissioners, local mayors and three school board chairpersons. 

 ñThis annual VIP meeting is one of my favorites, and I think you will find it 

interesting, too,ò said Florence Sprague, a League board member who is organizing the 

event.  ñBring a friend and an open mind.  And, donôt eat dessert before you come!ò 

 

But what will I say? 
 There are always a lot of suggested questions on the table at the VIP event.  

When considering a question of your own to raise with elected officials, LWV posi-

tions can be a good place to start.  For example, LWVMN has positions on Financing 

of Education, Equal Opportunity in Education and Housing. 

 

Financing of Education: All Minnesota children should have equal access to a good 

public education. State funding for education should be at a level that makes programs 

of comparable substance and quality available to all. A studentôs access to a good edu-

cation should not depend on the wealth of his or her school district. (1983 and 1991) 

 

Equal Opportunity in Education: Support increased state responsibility in creating 

equal public educational opportunities for all Minnesota children through measures to 

correct racial imbalance. Support equal access to education, employment and housing.  

 

Housing: All people have a right to housing. The public and private sectors should 

work together to ensure that everyone has access to adequate, decent, affordable hous-

ing.  

For more details check out the Program for Action, which has all of the positions with 

some elaboration, at the LWVMN website http://www.lwvmn.org/Document.Doc?

id=266   

 

Officials will discuss how the economy affects schools. 

http://www.lwvmn.org/Document.Doc?id=266
http://www.lwvmn.org/Document.Doc?id=266
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CO-PRESIDENTõS REPORT 

 

Legislative interviews on Leagueôs January agenda 
Ann Cleland 

 

 Happy New Year! 

  Itôs that time of year: legislative interviews.  This discussion gives us insight on what to ex-

pect from the legislators this year, and who we can look to on issues important to the League.   

 We are going through the process of the annual review of our bylaws and nonpartisan policy. 

 Job descriptions have been updated for the calls you will be getting from the nominating 

committee!  We  appreciate any suggestions for our board nominees. 

 The annual meeting is less than four months away. From the planning, to the program, to the 

venue, it is a great way to get involved. Please contact us if you can participate in any way. 

 Many thanks to Karen Schaffer, Carolyn Cushing, and Judy Rosenblatt for explaining the 

complicated and difficult redistricting process at our November meeting. 

 Looking forward to seeing you at Januarys VIP roundtable evening! 

 

 

A good target for League of Women Voters 

The voter ID push is ripe for a pushback from an organization that has long 

pushed for access to the polls 

 By Lori Sturdevant 

  If you're a history buff, a women's rights booster and/or a fan of 

fair and open elections ðand I plead guilty on all three counts ð you're 

bound to think highly of the Minnesota League of Women Voters. 

If you think of it at all. 

Being taken for granted isn't the worst thing that can happen to an 

organization 92 years after the cause that gave it birth achieved its goal. 

The League was the phoenix that rose from the Minnesota Women's Suffrage Associa-

tion's ashes in October 1919, within weeks of the Legislature's ratification of the 19th Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution granting women the vote. 

It lacked the crusading zeal of the MWSA. But it got busy encouraging women to run for 

office, studying a plethora of public issues, lobbying for laws that facilitate clean and orderly elec-

tions, and setting the gold standard for sponsorship of campaign debates. 

That work has kept the League alive and relevant, but not very visible. And certainly not 

hip. 

There's no time like the present for the League to raise its profile and update its image. An 

issue appears to be heading toward the state's 2012 constitutional amendment ballot that's smack in 

the League's wheelhouse. It's the GOP-backed proposal to require that Minnesotans display a state-

issued photo ID card before being allowed to vote. 

The ID-to-vote proposal is being pitched by proponents as a way to ensure voting integri-

ty. It ought to speak volumes that an organization whose name is synonymous with voting integrity 

flat-out opposes an ID requirement as a means to that end. 

It ought to, provided the League can speak loudly enough to be heard. 

Let there be no doubt that Leaguers are ready to speak forcefully enough. I witnessed as 

much during a recent Star Tribune Editorial Board visit by state president Stacy Doepner-Hove and 

the Leagueôs national president, Elisabeth MacNamara of Atlanta. 

       (Continued on page 6) 
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WINDOWS AND MIRRORS FOR ALL  

 Dress for Success? 
By Florence Sprague 

 
  I came of age during the womenôs movement.  I was 

never really very tempted to burn my bra, but I did spend a few 

years wearing jeans, boots and flannel and looking, in my moth-

erôs eyes, quite disreputable. Since that time there has been a 

dramatic change in the opportunities open to women, both in the 

professions and athletics. There has also been some movement in 

the roles of men and women in the home as well as in the work-

place.  To me such changes should allow, and even encourage, 

sanity in fashion, so that women could have clothing which is 

both attractive and practical, without being totally out of vogue. 

However, in the ongoing evolution of gender roles one area 

which seems not to have changed for the better, and may even 

have regressed of late, is fashion. 

 I am not thinking about whether one likes the styles of a 

given year; I am thinking about the messages given to girls about 

how they should present themselves to the world.  Even as wom-

en have become accepted in a wider variety of workplaces and 

roles and become more economically independent of men, cloth-

ing styles and choices often remain stereotypically gender-role 

based.  

 To me it is a positive that women are now free to wear 

some style of pants in most circumstances.  This is eminently 

practical and can still be stylish. However, as I look at the stu-

dents I see on a daily basis and at the magazine and tv ads that 

feed their imaginations, it is clear that fashion for girls today is 

definitely not based on practicality, it is based on sex.  Fashion 

hyper-sexualizes very young girls and keeps the pressure on for 

life. Young children wear low cut jeans and short tops baring 

navels and the tops of thong underwear,  plunging necklines and 

spaghetti straps on tweens sag  to reveal pubescent cleavage, and 

teens and adults totter on super high heels over skin tight jeans 

and sway to walk like hookers.  Spandex and short skirts make 

some party dresses hardly worth the name. The concept of mod-

esty has varied over the centuries and from culture to culture, but 

it seems to be vanishing here and now. Iôll leave the adults to 

make their own decisions, but I grieve for the young girls taught 

to dress and move in a sexually provocative way long before they 

have any understanding of what the message they are sending 

really means. This aspect of our culture seems to be worse than it 

was when I was a child, not better.  I had to argue and wait for 

years to be allowed to wear dress shoes with low heels and not 

straps. Todayôs third graders often dress more sexily than college 

students did a generation or two  ago. Why is that? 

 As humorist Firoozeh Dumas said after a frustrating 

shopping trip with her daughter, ñWhy are the offerings at the 

malls preparing our daughters for careers at Hooters?ò (Laughing 

Without an Accent, p. 201) Even the most open-minded parents 

are frustrated by the lack of true choices in style for youth, and as 

Ms. Dumas adds ñIf empowerment were as simple as being able 

to show skin, Paris Hilton would be the most enlightened woman 

in the United States.ò  (Ibid. p. 204)This sexualization of the 

young is not about freedom of choice and options for girls. 

 The pressure to wear pink, to twirl in a tutu, to be a princess 

waiting for a prince, seems to have escalated at the same time 

that more families need two parents employed outside the home. 

Is this a backlash against the increased independence of working 

women? Is it a sign of the ambivalence of professional women 

who fear a loss of femininity? Iôm not sure, but I dislike the mes-

sages being given to young girls about how to present and man-

age their sexuality. Too often it seems unhealthy. 

 All of us want to belong, to fit in somewhere, and this is 

acutely so for the young, but sometimes the messages they pick 

up about what it takes to fit in are distorted.  One contemporary 

song about all of the rules for girls, ñTheyò by Kem, points out 

the craziness of this saying in part 

ñWho made up all the rules 

We follow them like fools 

Believe them to be true 

Don't care to think them throughé 

 

ñAnd it's ironic too 

Coz what we tend to do 

Is act on what they say 

And then it is that wayéò 

[Listen to the entire song with a music video at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhPMy531k-0] 

 It is not only young people who follow ñrulesò without 

thinking them through, but they are particularly vulnerable to 

this.  Despite the employment related changes, women are still 

taught to dress and behave in alluring ways. I canôt watch a po-

lice procedural on tv without observing that todayôs female cops 

seem to be required to have good cleavage and show it off, and 

female lawyers must wear four inch heels and pencil skirts and 

they all must wear perfect make-up. 

 There is nothing wrong with wanting to look good. It 

can be a sign of positive self image to want to present yourself  

    (Continued on page 6) 
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ñFashion for girls today is definitely not based on 

practicality, it is based on sex.ò 
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  November unit meetings focused on redistricting 
Redistricting.  How do we assure that the process does what it was intended to do: protect the ñone man one 

voteò principle, preserve community boundaries, and protect communities of interest? 

Those questions were the focus of a presentation by three veteran League members at unit meetings in No-

vember. Karen Schaffer, Carolyn Cushing, and Judy Rosenblatt outlined the history of the complex redistricting pro-

cess, and urged members to become well informed ï to ensure a fair outcome. 

 New district lines are being drawn by a panel of five judges appointed by the Minnesota Supreme Court, as 

they have in four of the last five times maps were redrawn in Minnesota.  But the courts will need citizen input to 

identify and define communities. 

LWV has worked for many decades to reform the redistricting process to provide more transparency and en-

sure a fair outcome.  To learn more about League efforts this year, go to http://drawthelinemidwest.org/minnesota/.  

Information is also available on the Minnesota League of Women Voters Website, www.lwvmn. 

 

Save your books for the book sale!  

Plans are not finalized yet, but we do plan to have a book sale this summer. 

Please save your books, especially childrenôs books, toys, and other items.  You 

can deliver them to Georgiana Sobola's house, at 1961 Hamline Ave. N., Rose-

ville. It's a good idea to call her first, 651-644-3337.  Many thanks! 

Happy New Year! 

 

Joyce Blomquist, 

 Book Sale Chairperson 

 

 

League  Board  members Judy Rosenblatt, left, Carolyn Cushing and Karen Schaffer were presenters at November unit 

meetings. 


