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    May “Do Your Own Thing” Unit Activity

The RoMaFH tradition is that in May, each unit plans an activity involving a
tour, speaker, or some other special event. This year, the Tuesday evening unit’s
tentative plan fell through, so only one activity has been scheduled, by the Wed-
nesday morning unit; and all members are invited to participate.Thanks to Leola
Rempel for making the arrangements.

Tour a real CSI lab!
Bureau of Criminal Analysis Crime Lab

                      1430 Maryland Ave. E (at Phalen), St. Paul

                       Thursday, May 22, 10:30 a.m.

To sign up:  Call Georgiana Sobola, 651-644-3337

Note: The tour is limited to 15 participants. Names of the tour
members must be submitted to the agency in advance, so please
call Georgiana as soon as possible to sign up.

Two options for transportation:
1. Meet in the parking lot at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 2561 Victoria
Ave. N, at 9:30 a.m. to carpool and discuss lunch following the tour.

2. Drive on your own: The lab is 2.3 miles east of Hwy. 35E on Maryland
Avenue. Turn right off Maryland onto Phalen. Park at the south side of the
building, by the main door. If that area is full, park at the end of the big lot
(contract parking, but okay to use).

Tour guide Don Peterson will meet the group at the main door at 10:30.

If you have any questions about the tour or the directions to the lab, call the lab,
651-793-7000.

Future tour possibilities:
If you are unable to join this tour but would like a later date, you may organize a
group (6 to 15 people) to tour (Thursdays only, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.). Contact Don
Peterson at the lab, 651-793-7000.
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2007–08
Board of Directors

Co-Presidents
Teri Kysylyczyn & Barbara Yates

Secretary
Anne Haugan

Treasurer
Joan Stark

Program Division
Ann Berry, Georgeann Hall, Diane
Nystrom, Judy Rosenblatt, Florence
Sprague (& coordinator, Diversity
Subcommittee), Lorraine Fischer, rep.
to Council of Metropolitan Area
LWVs

 Public Relations
Ann Cleland

Action Chair
Angela Robinson

Observer Program
Michael Garelick (Roseville)
Lorraine Fischer (Maplewood),
Barbara Lehn (Little Canada)
Jill Lund (623 School Board)

Voter Service
Patricia DeFrancis, Sandi Lutz, Linda
McLoon

Membership
Karen Schaffer, Gale Pederson

Units / Admin. Asst
Georgiana Sobola

Newsletter
Laura French,  editor
(guest editor this issue, Judy
Rosenblatt)
Diane Nystrom, mailings

Finance Committee
Faith O’Neill & Georgiana Sobola
(acting members), Joan Stark; Betty
Harper (first part of term)

Co-presidents’ Letter

Council of Metro Area Leagues Annual Meeting Program
Wed., May 14, 6:00 for speaker*

Mayflower Church, 106 Diamond Lake Road, Minneapolis
(exit at Diamond Lake Road from I-35W)

Speaker on Emergency Preparedness, Rocco Forte,
Minneapolis Director of Emergency Preparedness

(leader of the response team to the I-35W bridge collapse)

More information at the CMAL Web site, <www.lwvmn.org/cmal>.
*deadline for 5 p.m. dinner reservations ($12) has passed. To see if you can be

added or to register for the talk only, contact: Margaret Severe, 612-869-0559 or
<margaret7420@aol.com>.

Joint Meeting, 2007–08 & 2008–09
LWVRoMaFH Boards of Directors

Wed., May 28, 2008, 7 p.m.
Roseville Ice Arena

(entrance off Cty. Rd. C, just west of Lexington Avenue)
Park in the northeast lot; look for room directions on the outside door

This is our final letter as co-presidents. It has been a busy,
productive year for our League. Many members have contrib-
uted their time, energy, and talents to our efforts; and we are
very appreciative of all the work we have accomplished together.
     During the 2007–08 year, we hosted a presentation in September about chal-
lenges facing the school districts that serve our members, presented by the district
school board chairs; we spent two months discussing and taking consensus on the
national study of immigration policy, adopted in 2006 and now ready for us to act
on; the Voter Service Committee hosted four candidate forums; and we reached
concurrence on our state position on the selection of judges—in the midst of our
Holiday Party!
     In January we hosted Met Council representatives and many of our elected
state legislators for a conversation with us about issues and concerns. Liz Doyle
from TakeAction Minnesota spoke to us in February about access to health care,
and Susan Gehrz spoke to us in March about emergency preparedness. And in
April, State Rep. Paul Gardner discussed legislation he has authored or supports
concerning our water supply and recycling.
     As you can see, we provided many opportunities to educate, inform, and
discuss many issues in our country, state, and communities. All of this is possible
because of our dedicated, committed members.
     We accomplished a major overhaul of our Web site to better serve our mem-
bers and the public, and we changed the location of our Tuesday unit meetings to
Grumpy’s (after the demise of our previous restaurant setting)! We had a great
book sale, and now we are preparing to participate, along with some of our
younger citizens, in distributing American flags during the Rosefest parade in
June. If you would like to participate in the parade with the LWV contingent,
contact Barb Yates, 651-633-3516 or bjyates29@aol.com.
     Thank you all for the opportunity to serve as your co-presidents and thank you
for all that you do to encourage voting and engagement in the civic process!

Teri Kysylyczyn and Barbara Yates
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BOOK SALE: A BIG SUCCESS!

Thanks to all who worked to make
the annual Book Sale on April 20 a
big success! Sales came to $730.10,
and we made $34 for books sold to
Half Price Books afterwards, for
total sales of $764.10. A $5 dona-
tion made that $769.10. Expenses,
for rental of space at Fairview
Community Center ($75) and help
of Scout leader and four Boy Scouts
($25), totaled $100, leaving us
earnings of $669.10. Once again,
this was a very good sale!
     Thirty Leaguers and several
husbands worked Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday to move, sort, and
organize books, and supervise the
sale. Scout Troop #297 moved 90+
boxes out of Georgiana Sobola’s
basement and carried up our
bookcases from Falcon Heights
City Hall basement, where they are
stored. What a help! A huge thank
you goes to Georgiana, who sorts
most of the books and gives up her
basement space to store our books
year around.
     Thanks also to those who loaned
bookcases, crates, flowers, and toys
to make our sale tables more
interesting. On Sunday, we sold
about 55 boxes of books, and
people commented on how attrac-
tive the sales tables were.
    We accomplished so much on
Friday afternoon that we finished
setting up in record time on Satur-
day, and everyone left about noon,
after we ate lunch. After the sale, a

(cont’d on next page)

League of Women Voters—RoMaFH
Treasurer’s Reports for
March 31 & April 23, 2008

Treasurer’s Report – March 31, 2008

Previous Checking Balance March 26, 2008                                          $  222.73
Income
    Dessert Donations (General Meeting-3/18/08)                  $   12.70
    Finance Drive, General Operating Fund                                    100.00
    2008–09 Dues:                                                                               875.00
       (13 Individual @$55.00, 2 Household @ $80.00)
           Total Income:                                              $   987.70

Expenses:                                                                                                                $000.00

   Checking Account Balance March 31, 2008                          $1,210.43

    Savings Account Balance March 31, 2008                                                    $2,978.22

   Education Fund Balance March 31, 2008                                          $6,055.95

Membership  – 93 ***Close of Fiscal Year 2007–08***

Treasurer’s Report – April 23, 2008

Previous Checking Balance March 31, 2008                                          $1,210.43
Income:
    Dues: (24 Individual @$55, 1 Introductory @$40)                 $1,360.00
    Finance Drive, General Operating Fund                                    170.00
    Book Sale                                                                               730.10
         Total Income:                                                            $2,260.10

Expenses:
   #4181 – Diane Nystrom)                                                             $    24.56
    (Dinner, April Pgm. Speaker $20.42; Voter Printing  $4.14)
   #4182 – Roseville Area Schools,                                                     75.00
     (Facility Contract for Book Sale)
  #4183 – Joan Stark,                                                                   66.74
     (200 RoMaFH Bookmarks from Kinko’s)
  #4184 – B.S.A. Troop 297                                                     25.00
      (Transported books to Fairview for Book Sale)
         Total Expenses:                                               $  191.30

   Checking Account Balance April 23, 2008                          $ 3,279.23

   Savings Account Balance April 23, 2008                           $2,978.22

   Education Fund Balance April 23, 2008                           $6,055.95
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Book Sale, cont’d
crew of 15 helpers packed up books,
moved tables back to classrooms,
bookcases and supplies to vans, and
boxes of books back to Georgiana’s
house.
     We have agreed to co-chair the
Book Sale for one more year. It was a
big effort—by many, but we had fun
and got to know each other better.
After a year to rest our arms and
backs, I think we’ll all be ready to do
it again next spring!

Joyce Blomquist & Nancy Irsfeld
Co-chairs

Windows and Mirrors for All

Layers of the Onion
by Florence Sprague

Let me say right up front—yes, I know that the Onion is not a “real” news-
paper. I know it is trying to be outrageous. Humor dares to express things that
would not be considered respectful. And yes, it sometimes makes me chuckle by
verbalizing feelings people hold in their guts and rarely articulate.

Consider the following headlines: “Study: 38% of People Not Actually En-
titled to Their Opinion” (the Onion, May 24, 2007, p. 1) and “You Know What’s
Stupid? Everything I Don’t Understand” (the Onion, March 5, 2008, p. 14).
These headlines and the accompanying articles deal with distinct, but related,
ideas/feelings. One refers to the conflict between the open-minded idea that
opinions can be diverse and the reality that people who say this often don’t have
much respect or acceptance of many opinions; the other states the not so open-
minded idea that complicated things are threatening and therefore can be
rejected, coupled with a veiled condemnation of those who behave this way.

Admit it. You’ve heard people say in one breath that everyone is entitled to
his or her opinion and in the next, state a strong opinion, generally disagreeing
vehemently with whatever came before the assurance. Said assurance is often
pretty much pro forma when feelings are running high. We are right and those
other idiots are wrong, and so long as they persist in holding to that stupid
opinion—to which they are entitled—they will be wrong, wrong, wrong. The
more emotional the topic, the less respect actually is given to opposing view-
points. Respect might lead to a need to compromise; and when the issue is
emotional, there is no room for compromise.

There is a huge chasm between opinions that cannot be bridged for those
with absolute beliefs. They scorn as wishy-washy “moral relativism” positions
that allow for compromise and respectful disagreement. Examples of issues that
too often create such a chasm are abortion and homosexual marriage. On such
topics, people seem to think that it is not enough to use their moral decisions to
guide their own behavior; they are so sure of their rectitude that they demand
that others also follow their moral decisions.

So far I have been implying that the “right” to one’s opinion is tied to the
             content of the opinion. Sometimes, though, the supposed lack of intel-
ligence or ability to reason or comprehend issues is stated as the reason to support
a limitation on the right to an opinion. Some men opposed women’s suffrage by
saying that women did not have the capacity to understand the issues, they would
not make good decisions, and they should not “bother their pretty little heads”
with difficult topics. Similar arguments were made to support laws used to
prevent African Americans from registering to vote. Sometimes self protection or
privilege is behind such an argument, whether global or individual in application.

This leads us to the second headline. It often appears that people who offer
simple answers gain ground over those who try to explain why there is no simple
answer. Easy, simple answers to complex problems are profoundly appealing.
Complexity is difficult to understand and often creates an uncomfortable moral
ambiguity. But it is the reality of the world. One can define a simple set of guide-
lines for behavior and decision making; applying even the best of such guidelines
to a diverse world is never simple. Guiding principles are a necessary beginning,
but they do not end the need for careful thought. They provide a framework for it.

Living out acceptance of diversity of thought is not easy or simple. It is
not always comfortable and safe. It requires one to examine what it means to
believe something and how one can live out one’s beliefs while tolerating other
beliefs. It requires one to try to understand why one believes something. It

(Layers of the Onion, cont’d on page 5)

Book Sale “Standouts”
Lovingly Presented to

RoMaFH Co-presidents

At the Annual Meeting on May
1, Book Sale co-chair Joyce
Blomquist surprised the 2007–
08 co-presidents with books
chosen especially for them from
the hundreds of books donated
for the fundraiser.
     Outgoing co-president Barb
Yates, who often brings daugh-
ter Cameron with her to meet-
ings (Cameron is a member,
too), received a copy of Mother-
hood, The Second Oldest
Profession, by Erma Bombeck.
For Teri Kysylyczyn, Joyce
chose “The Joys of Jello,” a
vintage publication that Teri will
surely find handy when wonder-
ing what to feed her two young-
sters.
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Co-Presidents
Teri Kysylyczyn & Ann Cleland

Secretary
Anne Haugan

Treasurer
Joan Stark

Program Division
Ann Berry, Georgeann Hall, Diane
Nystrom, Florence Sprague (&
coordinator of Diversity Subcom-
mittee), & Lorraine Fischer, rep. to
Council of Metropolitan Area
Leagues

Public Relations
Volunteer needed

Action Chair
Volunteer needed

Observer Program
(Reorganization in process. Volun-
teers to observe at city council or
school board meetings are needed.)

Voter Service
Linda McLoon & Julie Helwich

Membership
Karen Schaffer & Gale Pederson

Units / Administrative Assistant
Nancy Browne

Newsletter
Judy Rosenblatt, editor
Diane Nystrom, mailings

Finance Committee
Georgiana Sobola, Anita Mayfield,
& Joan Stark

Off-Board Responsibilities

Nominating Committee
Carolyn Cushing, Georgeann Hall,
& Julianne Johnston

(cont’d on next page)

Layers of the Onion, cont’d from page 4

requires one to think before acting, listen before rejecting, and understand
oneself before condemning another. It requires compassion and flexibility.
What does it mean for our actions if we conclude that some positions are
fundamentally incompatible? True tolerance of difference of opinion is more
rare and difficult than we‘d like to believe.

NEW 2008-09 Board
Elected at the Annual Meeting

(take office June 1)

Highlights of the 55th Annual Meeting, held May 1
Board: See new holders of board and off-board positions at left. The proposed
nominees were voted in unanimously. As you can see, volunteers are still needed
for several positions. If you would be willing to serve in one of these positions,
please contact one of the co-presidents. Additional volunteers are also needed for
the Voter Service Committee in this election year, so consider joining Linda and
Julie. Call one of them to offer your help.

Local Program: The proposed program was adopted, with no new local studies
and no positions dropped. LWVRoMaFH will continue to monitor housing and
maintenance code enforcement procedures in Roseville and compare with the
other cities the local League serves. The committee expects to report to the
members during the 2008–09 year on what they have discovered.
     See local positions on the RoMaFH Web site, at <www.romafh.org).

Rose Awards: In keeping with tradition, single roses in bud vases were awarded
at the Annual Meeting to recognize service to LWVRoMaFH during the year.
This year’s winners are Diane Nystrom, who served on the Program Committee
and single-handedly planned two programs, while also taking care of Voter
mailings, and Judy Rosenblatt (also on the Program Committee), who
researched, presented information, and oversaw consensus on the LWVUS
study of immigration policy at two meetings last fall. A special rose was pre-
sented to Teri Kysylyczyn, who is continuing as co-president for a fourth year.

Speakers: Unfortunately, Keesha Gaskins, executive director of LWVMN, was
unable to attend the meeting and address the group because of a family
emergency. Toward the end of the meeting, Mindy Greiling, former RoMaFH
president and District 623 School Board member, now representing House
District 54A in the State Legislature and chair of the House K–12 Education
Finance Committee, was called on to report on the progress of legislation. She
noted that the end of the session is approaching—May 19—and commented on
the status of bills on issues League members care about, including education,
health care, and transportation.

Money: The treasurer provided a summary of accounts for the fiscal year ending
March 31 (see the ending figures in the report on page 3). The proposed budget
was  passed without amendments (see on page 7). Note the dues changes, which
were approved at last year’s Annual Meeting to begin this fiscal year.  Individual
yearly dues are now $55, household memberships (for two or more) are $80, and
the introductory rate for new members remains at $40. See the contributors to the
finance drive on page 6 and the book sale report on page 3.

Annual Meeting Booklet: If you were unable to attend the meeting but would
like to read/have a copy of the booklet, find it at the League’s Web site or request
a copy from Nancy Browne, 651-636-6002 or <nzbrowne@mninter.net>.
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Off-Board, cont’d

Coordinator for Rosefest Parade
/  Rep. to Gavel Club
Barb Yates

Records / Directory / Web site
John Kysylyczyn

Book Sale Coordinators
Joyce Blomquist & Nancy Irsfeld

Annual Meeting Coordinators
Carole Erickson & Mary Ann
Palmer

Coordinator  for VIP Meeting
(discuss issues with legislators)
Volunteers needed

 2008 LWVRoMaFH Finance Drive
Makes Program and Action Possible

Thanks to the following League members and friends of the League for their
generous contributions to the 2008 Finance Drive. To date, contributions total
$2,630. Approximately equal contributions were received for the Education Fund
(tax deductible) and General Operating Expenses (not tax deductible).

Aeppli, Alfred  Ihlan, Amy
Auge, Theresa Irsfeld, Nancy
 Berry, Ann Johnston, Julianne
Blank, Ellen Kimble, Lynette
Blesener, William Kysylyczyn, Teri
Blomquist, Joyce Lutz, Sandi
Bradway, Shirley Olson, Faye
Brodtmann, Andrea Palmer, Mary Ann
Browne, Nancy Premier Bank
Community Resource Bank Pust, Tammy
Cushing, Carolyn Recksiedler, Lila
Davies, Ida Regal, Joan
Davies, Wanda Rempel, Leola
Duddleston, Mary Robinson, Angela
Erickson, Carole Rog, Janet
Ernst, Betty Rosenblatt, Judith
Fischer, Lorraine Rosene, Joyce
Franke, Pauline Schaffer, Karen
Gogins, Kitty Signorelli, Norma
Greiling, Mindy Simundson, Dan
Hall, Georgeann Sobola, Georgiana
Harper, Elizabeth Spartz, Jane
Haugan, Anne Sponheim, Nellie
Hoyt, Susan Stuthman, Judy

Ulrich, Marilyn

Contributions still welcome
If you are not on the list above, it’s not too late to send a contribution (and get your
name in the next Voter). Find the mailing you were sent, or just make out a check
to LWVRoMaFH (for the operating fund, not tax deductible) or to LWVRoMaFH
Education Fund (tax deductible), and send it to:

Joan Stark, Treasurer
LWVRoMaFH
1009 Parker Ave.
Roseville, MN 55113-6458

Membership Dues
If you have not yet paid your dues for fiscal year 2008–09, you may send a check
to Joan at the above address or to membership co-chair Karen Schaffer.

   Karen Schaffer, LWVRoMaFH
Individual membership –  $55    Membership Co-chair
Household membership (two or more) – $80          2100 Fairview Ave. N
New member, special 1st year discount – $40       Roseville, MN 55113-5452

~Meeting  Notes~
Council of Metropolitan

Area Leagues
(serving the 7-county area)

Program on Pandemic Flu

(excerpted from the April ’08
CMAL Quarterly Newsletter
article, “Pandemic Flu Presenta-
tion,” p. 3. Go to  the the CMAL
Web site (www.lwvmn.org/cmal)
for the full article (click on April
Newsletter) and slides from the
presentation (click on “Hot Top-
ics.”

Presenter at the March 15 meeting
was Aggie Leitheiser, LWV St.
Louis Park, Director of Emergency
Preparedness for the MN Depart-
ment of Health.

* * *
“We have no natural immunity to
the flu, and it changes every year.
While scientists try to determine
what the next strain will be so that
vaccine can be developed, it is
both art and science. The big
concern is with the H5N1 flu virus,
commonly called Bird Flu, because
60% of the people who have come
down with it have died. One of the

(cont’d on p. 7)
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Budget Actual  Proposed Budget
2007-2008 2007-2008       2008-2009

Income:
Dues 4,600.00$       5,055.00$           5,060.00$               
Contributions (Unrestricted) 1,200.00$       1,090.00$           1,000.00$               
Annual Meeting 1,100.00$       915.75$              1,000.00$               
Miscellaneous 100.00$          135.25$              150.00$                  
Booksale 850.00$          960.95$              950.00$                  
Transfer from Savings 2,000.00$       900.00$              1,894.00$               
Reimbursements from Ed. Fund 60.20$                
In Kind 126.08$              
Total Income 9,850.00$       9,243.23$           10,054.00$             

Expenses:
Program Division
Program 90.00$            50.06$                90.00$                    
CMAL Meeting 40.00$            40.00$                    
Diversity and Outreach 100.00$          102.62$              150.00$                  
Community Relations Division
Public Relations/Advertising 25.00$            25.00$                    
Publication Purchases 50.00$            50.00$                    
Finance Committee 175.00$          201.10$              200.00$                  
Voter Service/Citizen Info 25.00$            25.00$                    
Action/Coalition 10.00$            10.00$                    
Organization Division
VOTER Printing 300.00$          473.16$              450.00$                  
VOTER Mailing 300.00$          276.19$              300.00$                  
Membership 125.00$          12.03$                50.00$                    
Unit Meetings 20.00$            33.46$                40.00$                    
Annual Meeting (food/booklet)
 Catering 1,100.00$       691.18$              960.00$                  
 Publishing/Printing/Misc. 175.00$          110.51$              125.00$                  
Membership Directory 50.00$            75.00$                75.00$                    
Board Expense
President/Vice President 50.00$            50.00$                    
Secretary 75.00$            75.00$                    
Treasurer 50.00$            8.20$                  50.00$                    
Board Expense 50.00$            16.50$                50.00$                    
Facility Honorarium 75.00$            75.00$                75.00$                    
Delegate, Travel, Affiliation
Delegates/Convention/Workshop 1,847.00$       2,019.44$           2,000.00$               
Miscellaneous
Recognitions and Remembrances 150.00$          57.51$                100.00$                  
Other Club Dues (Gavel Club) 15.00$            15.00$                    
Booksale Expenses 100.00$          105.00$              100.00$                  
Other 50.00$            15.00$                50.00$                    
Rosefest Parade 75.00$            34.99$                75.00$                    
Website 650.00$          1,010.00$           500.00$                  
In Kind 126.08$              
To be Reimbursed from Ed. Fund
Per Member Payments
PMP National 2,367.00$       2,368.86$           2,392.00$               
PMP State 1,620.00$       1,752.65$           1,840.00$               
CMAL Dues 91.00$            92.00$                92.00$                    
 Total Expenses 9,850.00$       9,706.54$           10,054.00$             

Pandemic Flu, cont’d.

big problems is how quickly it can
happen. Usually a person is in-
fected before feeling sick and in
some cases can feel well in the
morning, feel sick in the afternoon
and die that night.
     “It’s important to seek help
immediately.
     “There are a number of simple
things we can do to limit our
exposure. Covering coughs (by
coughing in your sleeve) and
washing hands frequently are the
easiest.…(I)t is important to have
enough supplies on hand [during a
quarantine] to last up to 12 weeks
or more.

* * *
     “Government at all levels has
been working on this issue for
several years. Partnerships have
been formed with the private sector
including hospitals. Much of this
planning has been helpful in other
emergencies.…
     “Research continues to develop
vaccines and antiviral medicine,
but there is a 6–9 month lag in the
time [between when] a virus is
detected and when the vaccine is
ready. Because there will not be
enough vaccine for everyone tough
decisions will need to be made as
to who gets the vaccine.
     “We will also face other human,
legal and economic issues,but
preparation will be key in getting
through this situation.”

LWVRoMaFH 2008–09 Adopted Budget
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League of Women Voters of
Roseville, Maplewood & Falcon Heights
Diane Nystrom
Voter Mailing Coordinator
996 Glen Paul Court
Shoreview, MN 55126


